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Q ne good

° From 2010 fo 2016, new infections among children 0 — 14
Jears decreased from 1,800 fo fewer than 1000 in the
Carbbean,

o Seven Caribbean countries and ferrifories have been
validared by the WHO as having eliminafed mother-fo-chilo
HIV fransmission: Anguilla, Anfigua & Barbuda, Bermuda, the
Cayman Islands, Cuba, Montserral and St Kiffs & Nevis,

Distribution of new HIV infections by
age group in the Caribbean, 2016
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The bad LA

o Males and lemales ages 15 — 24 accounted for one-fhird of
new infecfions in the Caribbean in 2016,

o New Infeclions among young people aren't declining guickly
enough! (The targefis a 75% decline by 2020.) From 2010 o
2010 there was a 10% decrease in new infeclions among
women ages 15 1o 24, bul a small increase among men in that
age group (1%).

Estimated new infections among
young people aged 15 - 24 Iin the

Caribbean, 2010 - 2016
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1he realify

According fo several Mulfiple Indicator Cluster Surveys conducted in the Caribbean between 2010 and 2015:

- Almost half (46.2%) of Caribbean young people ages 15 - 24 did nol have adeguate knowledge abour HIV

- Two of five (38.6%) young people ages 15 - 24 did nof use a condom fhe lasf fime they had sex.

Also, many girls and young women have addifional risk factors including:

- starfing having sex before age 15 [(Barbados 9.4% (2012), Belize 5.8% (2015), Cuba 10.8% (2014), Dominican
Republic 15.3% (2014), Guyana 4.9% (2014), St Lucia 5.8% (2012), suriname 9.6% (2010), Trinidad and Tobago
3.7% (2011)]: and

- having sex with significantly older partners (af least fen years) [Barbados 8.8% (2012), Belize 13.8% (2015), Cuba

15.5% (2014), Dominican Republic 23.8% (2014), Guyana 11.8% (2014), St Lucia15.9% (2012), Suriname 15%
(2010), Trinidad and Tobago 12.6% (2011)].
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According o ofther nafional studies conducted befween 2008 and 2012

- Many young people start having sex before age 15: [Dominica 15% - 2012 (Dominica Knowledge, Altifude,
Pracfice and Belief Survey); Haifi 25% - (2012 Healih Mortality, Morbidity and Service Utilization Survey); Jamaica
34% - (2012 Jamaica Knowledge, Altifude, Practice and Belief Survey); St Kitts and Nevis 32% - (2011 St Kitts and
Nevis WHO Global school Based Health Survey)].

- And significant proportions of sexually aclive young people did not use condoms the last fime they had sex:
Anfigua and Barbdua 32% - 2009 WHO Anfigua and Barbuda Global school Based Health Survey; Bahamas
21% - 2009 Baohamas Knowledge, Altifude, Praclice and Belief Survey); Grenada 43% - (2008 Grenada WHO
Global school Based Health Survey)]

Our asks

Include Caribbean yourh and youth leaders in processes for policy, programmoaric and legal reform with
'ne aim of improving access fo [V combinafion prevention, care, freaiment and support services ano
improving e healih and wellness oufcomes of children and young people living with HIV.

cnsure thal young people have the skills, knowledge and capacity to profect themselves from HIV.
by providing comprehensive sexualiry education in schools across the Caribbean and investing in
community inferventions for oul-of-school and ar-risk yourn.

-Nsure young people in need have access to sexual and reproductive healh services and combination HIV
orevention ophions by addressing policies and laws regarding the age ar which minors can independently access
nealfhcare and by supporting civil soclefy organizations with the capacity fo reach and serve youtn.

Complete the agenda to make the Cariblbean the world's firsf region to eliminare mother-fo-child HIV
'ransmission by priorifizing the Validation process and addressing gaps in data, lab support and
communify engagement.

Mandate and rund the production of higher-gualiry dafa and ongoing research on yourh oufcomes. This
iNncludes disaggregating and reporting dafa by gender, key population and age- group o reveal more about
Joung people's needs.



