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Outline

• Caribbean Testing GAP 

• Test and Treat 

• Trinidad Experiences

• Spectrum of HIV Testing 

• Stigma and Discrimination as a Testing Barrier

• Models to support HIV self Testing 

• Civil Society Support of HIV Testing out reach 

• Civil Society Support of Linkage to Care

• Other models 









Populations 

• Substance users
• Mental illness* 
• Homeless*
• Children 
• MSM 
• FSW 
• Prisoners
• Migrants 
• Others populations significantly affected by S&D 

or Access Limitations 



Access to HIV testing 



Access to testing

• Prevalence of HIV

• Type of HIV Epidemic

• Human Resource and related matters

• System issues related to access



Test and Treat 

https://www.hptn.org/research/studies/hptn065

Substance 
users , mental 
illness 



Universal Access

• Lab testing 
▫ Patient-Doctor - lab  ( ELISA or Rapid testing) 

• MOH Community Testing at fixed Rapid testing sites 
▫ Patient-Doctor - lab 

▫ Patient-Nurse tester or Nursing assistant tester- rapid test  

• MOH lead Roving testing outreach ( roving testers and 
mobile ) 
▫ Patient-Nurse tester or Nursing Assistant –rapid test

▫ Patient-Lay tester –rapid test

• NGO STI / SRH site eg FPA
▫ Patient-Nurse tester or Nursing assistant –rapid test

▫ Patient-Lay tester – rapid test 



Universal Access

• Fixed and out reach NGO testing sites

▫ Patient – Lay tester – rapid test

• Private Sector 

• Patient – Rapid test 

▫ Patient 

▫ Patient and Partner*plus support network

▫ Patient plus support system  (lab , private doctor , 
NGO lay tester) 



Quality Related Issues 

Qualifications
:

Certified 
Phlebotomist

3 CXC 
O’Levels

Certificate in 
PITC

Certificate in 
Counselling 
Certificate in 
Rapid  HIV 

Testing

Managed under 
outreach team 
&/OR Point of 
Care Manager

Standardised 
reporting 

Audit



Linkage to Care 

• Patient

• Peer to Peer Model 

• Population sensitization of Services

• Hotline and Online directory of services 

• Heighten Psychosocial Services at all levels of 
care 

Linkage to care begins outside the clinic and ends inside the clinic . It does stop 
when the client enters the door.



Private sector 

https://www.contagionlive.com/disease-specific-topics/sexually-transmitted-diseases/hiv-aids?p=31

https://africa.cgtn.com/2017/07/19/uganda-to-introduce-
oral-hiv-self-test-kit/



Insurance Sector 

WHO Self Testing 
guideline



Private Pharmacies 



Opportunities – Substance Users 



WHO Guidance 







Several recommendations emerged during the course 
of the three day workshop, pointing to collective 
vision for the way forward for the local HIV 
Combination Prevention and a strategic response.  
These proposals were structured into the sub-
theme areas of the Consultation: 

• Behavioural interventions

• Biomedical Interventions

• Structural Interventions ©

Image: advert.org/node/371/pdf. 



HIV TESTING

SERVICES

• Increased testing coverage 
could be reached by using a 
range of outreach approaches 
such as adopting Lay provider 
testing & community-based 
testing, this will allow 
community groups to mobilise 
and motivate their target 
populations to get tested.

Formula for increased 
testing:

•Choose wisely –select and train 
lay providers well-matched to 
clientele;

• Having a quality assurance 
system in place is essential;

•Integrating HTS with other 
health services;

•HIV self-testing should be 
offered as an additional 
approach to HIV testing 
services.

Outcome of Discussion : Train community 
partners to deliver quality and reliable 
Testing including Assisted Self Testing. 





Thank you 

Linkage to Care Systems

• Electronic 

• Campaign 

• Peer to Peer 




