
FROM DATA TO IMPACT - 

Guyana’s Journey Towards 
Elimination of Mother to Child Transmission 
of HIV and Syphilis

Elimination of Mother To Child Transmission 









Guyana’s EMTCT approach (Policy Level) 

National Aids 
Programme established 
in 1989

1989

National Aids Programme 
Secretariat established in 
1992

1992

Formal PMTCT Policy 
established in 2000

2000

PMTCT services started in 
2001 as a pilot (8 Health 
Centers and 3 Hospitals) 
monitored by Presidential 
Commission

2001

Development of HIV 
Strategic Plan 2007-2011 
and integration of 
PMTCT into MCH

2006

Development of HIVision 
Strategy

2013

Launch of NSP + Review 
of HIVision to include 
PrEP and a plan for 
Tripple Elimination 

2021

Pre-Assessment and 
mock validation

2024

MoH Compiles Country 
Report and requests 
formal validation 
assessment

2025

Virtual and In Country 
Missions 

2026 



Guyana’s EMTCT approach (Programme Level) 

1. primary prevention of infection among women of childbearing age; 

2. preventing unintended pregnancies among infected women; 

3. preventing transmission from an infected woman to her infant; and 

4. providing appropriate treatment, care and support to infected mothers, their children and 
families



Guyana’s EMTCT approach (Package of Services) 

Testing for HIV, syphilis and 
HBV in antenatal care clinics;

Prompt and efficacious 
interventions to treat women 

who test positive, and to 
prevent transmission of the 
infection(s) to their children;

Counselling for women and 
their partners to reduce 

transmission risk and ensure 
appropriate treatment;

Appropriately attended, safe 
delivery;

Appropriate follow-up of 
exposed infants, including 

HBV vaccine birth dose;

Optimal infant feeding 
including support for Breast 

Milk Substitute

Lifelong treatment and care 
for mothers living with HIV, 
or eligible for treatment for 

HBV or syphilis.



Guyana’s EMTCT approach (Service Outlets) 
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EMTCT Monitoring (Digital Innovations)





EMTCT Monitoring 

M and E Objective: To systematically track the delivery, coverage, and quality of EMTCT 
services across all regions in Guyana for the purpose of guiding policy makers and providing 
feedback to service providers [leading up to and after validation] 

Specific Objectives:

1. Track Progress towards Validation targets

2. Support validation documentation 

3. Ensure quality of services

4. Identify gaps and recommend towards corrective measures 



EMTCT Monitoring (Key Indicators)



EMTCT Monitoring (Key Indicators)



EMTCT Monitoring (Data Sources and Tools)

1. Standardized EMTCT Monthly Reports (Antenatal and L&D)

2. Client Antenatal Records

3. HIV Testing Log

4. ART Patient Record

5. Infant Follow-Up Card

6. Community-Based Health Records and Referral Documents

7. Monthly Facility-Level Primary Healthcare (PHC) Reporting

8. Monthly Facility-Level Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) Reporting 

9. Antenatal Register

10.Exposed Infant Register

11.CASE MONITORING



EMTCT Monitoring (Digital Innovations)

1. EMTCT reporting database with mobile app

2. Online Google Sheets Live Line Listing and Tracking

3. Real-time dashboards 

4. WhatsApp support group (in collaboration with NAPS) 



EMTCT Monitoring (Data Quality Assurance)

1. Routine 

a. Routine Data Audits - National and Regional (Quarterly)

b. Use of Data Triangulation to Ensure Accuracy (Monthly) 

2. Other techniques

a. On-Site Competency-Based Training and Supportive Supervision (per schedule)

b. Capacity-Building Sessions for Healthcare Workers on Reporting and Management (as needed)



EMTCT Monitoring (Reporting)

Methods of Reporting

1. Monthly and quarterly reports submitted to regional and national health offices

2. Data visualization dashboards for real-time monitoring

3. Client Tracking Tool and Line Listing

4. Feedback loops to improve service delivery

5. Transmission reporting form (For positive cases)



EMTCT Evaluation (Strategies)

Evaluation methods

1. Mid-Cycle and End-of-Cycle Evaluation Meetings

2. Operational Research

3. Multidisciplinary Case Investigations of Positive Cases

4. Inter- Regional Collaboration



EMTCT Programme (Strengths)

1. Political buy in + will

2. Horizontal and diagonal integration

3. Strong framework for MCH (CHW’s) and NAPS 

4. Documented guidelines for:

a. Treatment of HIV, Syphilis and Hepatitis B

b. Training

c. Monitoring and Evaluation

5. Central coordination by MCH/PMTCT Unit

6. Facility-level tracking and accountability



EMTCT Programme (Challenges)

1. Late presentation in ANC (Cultural)

2. Delays in lab-lab communication 

3. Loss to follow-up postpartum

4. Partner involvement 

5. Staff retention



EMTCT Programme (Guyana’s Best Practices)

1. Digital innovations in reporting and case tracking

2. Quarterly validation meetings

3. Standardized Manuals 



Where is MoH Guyana? 
❑Pre- Assessment and desk review of programme structure, protocols, guidelines and 

training structure

❑Retrospective data collection

❑Compilation of preliminary mandatory indicators

❑Convening of National Validation Committee

• Employment of Case Navigators 

• Compilation and review of report

❑Invitation to PAHO/WHO for validation

❑In-country and virtual missions by RVC

❑RVC recommendation to WHO

❑WHO Feedback  



In Country Mission – 
Feedback

June 2026



EMTCT Programme (Guyana’s Next Steps)

1. VALIDATION!

2. Strengthen digital infrastructure

3. Regular mentorship, training and supervision

4. Expand male partner testing & follow-up

5. Continuous quality improvement activities



Conclusion – We ain’t giving up! 

Consistent monitoring is key to EMTCT 
success

Guyana’s system is evolving, retaining its 
effectiveness

With sustained effort, Hep B validation is 
within reach
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